
A Brief Situation Report in KNU/KNLA Areas for April 
(By David Tharckabaw, KNU) 

 
From the very beginning, the war the Karen people have been waging is a self-defense action. 

It was the regime in power and the extremists in it, such as General Ne Win and his lot, who started the 
unprovoked war against the Karen people with the intention of wiping out the Karen people’s peaceful 
movement for their basic rights to equality, security and self-development. In a Long March, the Karen 
resistance had to move from the Irrawaddy Delta to the eastern hills in 1970-75.  

The military activities given below are also self-defense actions against the ethnic 
cleansing/enslavement war by Burma’s military dictatorship, with a feudal turn of mind. It has now 
assumed a civilian guise to hoodwink the international community.  

The self-defense war of resistance, led by the Karen National Union (KNU), gives protection to 
thousands of Karen Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) villages in hiding to escape from enslavement 
and genocide. In the old days, the Karen would just move away, when land was plentiful.   

There is no doubt that war is a costly business. However, so long as there is a system of 
criminal dictatorship in one form or the other, there will be oppression and self-defense war for survival 
will continue. The majority of the people of Burma are yearning for peace, which can be realized only by 
a change to a democratic system of government in this multi-ethnic country.      
 
Brigade-2 (Toungoo District) 
On April 7, 2011 at 0930 hrs, our guerilla troops attacked and wounded one enemy soldier in Si-hkeh-
doe/Mu-hkah-doe area. On the same day of April 8 at 0720 hrs, our guerilla troops in Tha-aye-ta area 
wounded one enemy soldier; at 0930 hrs, our troops in Nor-soe area, wounded one enemy soldier; at 
1317 hrs, our troops near Ku-la-doe motor road wounded one enemy soldier; at 1515 hrs, our troops in 
Tha-aye-ta area again wounded one enemy soldier.   
 
Toungoo District, HR Info. 
In Tandabin Township, on April 6, 2011, Capt. Lin Tun of enemy LIB-539, who was based at 
Klawmeedoe Camp, forced 4 Burman women and 26 men, and 15 men of Mawpadoe village, to carry 
food ration from Klawmeedoe to Paletwa. On April 9, LIB 539 troops based at Klawmeedoe forced 23 
men and 24 women od Klawmeedoe village, one woman and man of Lerkladoe village, 5 men and 9 
women of Humudoe village, and  3 Burman men to carry 4 bags of rice, 5 cans of oil and 200 cans of 
beef from Klawmeedoe to Paletwa.  
 
Brigde-7 (Pa-an District) 
On April 4, 2011, 3 BGF-1015 soldiers defected to our side. They were Sergeant Payo Htoo (30), Poe La Pyi (28) 
and Doh Soe (29). They brought one RPG-7 with one round, 2 M-16 rifles with 8 magazines and 340 rounds, and 
one carbine with 5 magazines and 90 rounds.  

 
Battalion-201 (GHQ) 
On April 8, 2011 at 1008 hrs, our Special Operation (Spl Ops) unit clashed with enemy between Tapalay and 
Hteebawkay and killed 2 enemy soldiers.  

 
Brigade-5 (Pa-pun District) 

On April 4, 2011 at 0610 hrs, our troops clashed with enemy troops at Sulu. Result unknown. 
On April 6, 2011, our guerilla special op troops attacked enemy troops twice in Paw-mu-kyo area, killing 
2 and wounding 2 enemy soldiers. On April 6 at 15 hrs, our troops attacked enemy where it had 
stockpiled food at Ler-too-kyo Height. On the same day, our troops attacked again the enemy on Soe-
mo-lu Hill and result not known. On April 7 at 1330 hrs, our troops burnt down BGF army place at Ta-ro-
ta and captured 3 sets if webbing equipment, 3 hankaws and 3 cooking pots. 
On April 8, at 1545 hrs, our troops fired on the enemy on Maw-soe Height and result not known.  



On April 8, 2011, our special ops troops attacked the enemy in Kaw-bu area, wounding 2 enemy 
soldiers and captured one horse. On April 9, 2011 our special ops troops fired on the enemy at Thirita 
once, wounding one enemy soldier. On the same day, our special ops troops attacked the enemy at 
Naw-thi-na-kee 2 times, wounding 2 enemy soldiers. On April 9, our troops clashed with the enemy Bu-
pa-htaw Height once and result not known.   

On April 11, 2011, the enemy clashed with our guerilla-2 troops at Kyauk-nyat Klo. One enemy 
soldier was wounded. On the same day, one enemy horse was wounded at Hsaw-bweh-doe in Kaw-bu 
area. On the same day, an enemy soldier, Min Soe Oo, from LIB-341 surrendered to us with one M-1 
rifle, 3 magazines and 78 rounds. Our troops captured one runaway horse at Hsaw-bweh-doe area. On 
April 13, our troops attacked enemy at Hsa-law-bu killing 2 enemy soldiers. On April 11, 2011, our 
guerilla-2 troops wounded one enemy soldier in Hkoe-kyo Height area. On April 13, 2011, our guerilla-2 
troops attacked enemy in Boh-ta and Ga-doh-ta, wounding 3 enemy soldiers. On the same day, our Bn-
102 troops’ sniper attacks on enemy in Meh-way area, Kay-kaw-hkor-ti-ko and at 21-Mile Post of 
Papun-Ka-ma-maung Road killed one, but wounded not known. On the same day, the enemy clashed 
with our Bn-102 guerilla-2 troops between Pway-bwa and Hsaw-mee-ta and Bu-law-klo-ger-ko twice. 
Two enemy soldiers were wounded. On April 14, 2011, our Bn-102 troops fired on the enemy in Waw-
mu area once. There was no known casualty. On April 15, our troops fired on enemy in Thee-ri area. 
Casualty on enemy side was not known. On the same day, Home Guard  Bn-1 troops attacked enemy 
in Hsa-law-kyo Height area. Casualty was not known. On April 16, 2011, the enemy troops clashed with 
our guerilla-2 troops in Hko-kyo Height area. One enemy soldier was wounded. On the same day, our 
Bn-102 troops attacked enemy at No-boe-lo and Ku-seik-Nga-aein-zu, and clashed with BGF troops in 
Lay-poe-ta area. In all the 3 clashes, three enemy troops were killed and one wounded. On the same 
day, our troops from Company-1 of KNDO Bn-1 attacked enemy at Paw-po-kyo Height once, but no 
casualty was reported. On May 17, troops from commando battalion staged attack on Hkoe-kyo motor 
road killing one and wounding 3 enemy soldiers. In all the clashes, there was no casualty on our side. 

On April 15, 2011, our troops ambushed the enemy troops in Kaw-bu area, killing on horse. On 
April 19, 2011, Home Guard Bn-1 troops ambushed the enemy with claymore mine in Lugawday-
Htobweedoe area, but casualty not known. One of our Home Guard soldiers was wounded. On the 
same day, the brigade HQ troops ambushed enemy troops with claymore mine, in Ga-ba-kee-Kaw-bu 
area killing 3 and wounding one enemy soldier.   
 
Brigade-6 (Kawkareik) 
On 17 April 2011, at 0745 hrs, troops from Company-1 of Bn-17 sneaked up and attacked enemy 
troops of LIB-32 based at Kwee-ler-toe Camp, led by Moe Khaing Htwe, killing 3 enemy troops. There 
was no casualty on our side.  
 
Battalion-103 (GHQ) 
On April 12, 2011 at 1430 hrs, enemy LIB-542 clashed with our special op troops near Kwee-ta-hoe 
village. One enemy soldier was wounded. On April 20, 2011 at 1950 hrs, enemy troops from LIB-542 
clashed again with our special op troops near Maw-du and one enemy soldier was wounded. 
 
Brigade-2 (Toungoo District) 
On April 10, 2011 our guerilla troops wounded one enemy soldier in Tha-aye-ta area. On April 13, 2011 
at 0806 hrs, our troops’ surprise attacked on enemy troops in Tha-aye-ta Camp, killed 3 and wounded 
one enemy soldier.   
 
Brigade-6 (Kawkareik District) 
April 11, 2011 at 1125 hrs, our troops attacked enemy troops from LIB-301 between Pyay Bridge and 
Tada Pyo Bridge on Myawaddy-Kawkareik motor road, killing 15 and wounding 23 enemy soldiers. 



Among the enemy dead were one major and one 2nd lieutenant. One enemy truck was destroyed. 
There was no casualty on our side. 
 
Brigade-7 (Pa-an District) 
On April 13, 2011, our troops’ attack on enemy at Ka-hsaw-wa-lay killed one enemy soldier and 
captured one M-2 rifle. 
 
Battalion-201 (GHQ) 
On April 13, 2011 at 0600 hrs, enemy troops clashed with our special op troops near enemy Kanehlay 
Camp. One enemy soldier was killed. On the same day at 1010 hrs, the enemy clashed again with our 
troops between Htokyo Height and Kanelay. Two enemy soldiers were killed and one wounded.  
 
Brigade-1 (Thaton District) 
On April 25, 2011 at 0200 hrs, our troops attacked the BGF troops in Kler-law-zeh village, wounding 2 
BGF soldiers. There was no casualty on our side. 
 
Brigade-2 (Toungoo District) 
On April 23, 2011 at 0100 hrs, our troops sniped on enemy at the downside of Gor-thay-doe village, 
wounding one enemy lieutenant and one private trying to help the wounded officer. On April 26, 2011 at 
1600 hrs, our troops attacked the enemy at the water-hole of Ga-zer-doh Camp, killing 2 and wounding 
one enemy soldier.  
 
Brigade-4 (Baik-Daweh District) 
On April 24, 2011, our special op troops attacked enemy troops from LIB-385 led by battalion 2-IC, Ko 
Ko Lwin, between Maw-ma-dru and Da-meh-ta, killing 3 enemy soldiers. Among the dead were one 2nd 
lieutenant and one battalion 2-IC. There was no casualty on our side. The attack lasted 10 minutes. On 
May 23, 2011 at 0924 hrs, our troops ambushed enemy troops from LIB-403 near Gazer-daw-ko, killing 
3 and wounding 5 enemy soldiers. Among the dead was one sergeant. The attack lasted 15 minutes.   
 
Brigade-5 (Pa-pun District) 

On April 17, 2011, our combined forces of Bn-102 and Meh-myeh village tract militia attacked 
the enemy between Naw-boe-lo and Bu-lo-klo, but enemy casualty not known. On the same day, troops 
from Company-3 of Bn-102 attacked the enemy at 21-Mile Post on Pa-pun-Ka-ma-maung motor road. 
Enemy casualty was not known. On May 19, 2011, the enemy clashed with our guerilla-2 troops from 
Bn-102 between No-boe-lo and Wa-tho-lo. One enemy soldier was wounded.  On the same day, troops 
from Bn-102 and Meh-way village tract militia troops attacked the enemy troops between the downside 
of Meh-way near Bu-lo-klo. Enemy casualty was not known. On May 20, 2011, the enemy troops 
clashed with guerilla-2 troops from Ma-lay-ler village tract militia. Two enemy soldiers were wounded. 

On April 23, 2011, our special op troops attacked the enemy on Paw-po-kyo Height, wounding 
3 enemy soldiers. On May 24, 2011, our troops attacked the enemy troops on Paw-po-kyo again, killing 
6 and wounding 8 enemy soldiers. On May 22, 2011, our troops attack enemy troops between Kay-lo 
and No-lo. Casualty was not known. On the same day, our troops attacked enemy troops at Mo-he-po-
lo near Meh-way-thaw, at Taw-mu-pleh-meh and at Plart-ko, killing one enemy soldier. On May 27, 
2011, our troops attacked enemy troops at Daw-bla-doe, killing one and wounding 2 enemy troops.  

On April 24, 2011, LIB-214 battalion commander, Maung Min Hlaing, of LID-11, ordered Htaw-
poe-pa-doe villagers, in Kaw-bu village tract, to carry 5 bags of rice per household from Kawbu to  16 th 
Mile Post. He threatened to bar the villagers from working for their livelihood, if they refused. When the 
villagers refused, the battalion commander burned down  29 farms of the villagers. 
 
 



Brigade-6 (Kaw-ka-reik District) 
On April 26, 2011 at 0815 hrs, the brigade HQ troops staged sniper attack on enemy LIB-542 troops in 
the camp near Tha-hgaw-thaw, killing one lieutenant.  
 
Battalion 201 (GHQ) 
On April 24, 2011 at 1200 hrs, our special ops troops clashed with enemy troops at Da-part-lay Height, 
killing 2 and wounding one enemy soldier. On April 27, 2011 at 0805 hrs, our special ops troops 
clashed with the enemy troops at the foot of Tay-tay-we Height, killing 2 and wounding one enemy 
soldier. On the same day, at 1115 hrs, our special op troops clashed again with enemy troops between 
Wa-hsu-bu and Tay-tay-we Height, killing 3 enemy soldiers.   
 

 ------------------------- <> -------------------------- 
 
Acronyms: Bde = Brigade; Bn = Battalion; GHQ = General Headquarters; MA-1 rifle = Myanmar Army-1 rifle 
(Burma army manufactured different models automatic assault rifles, designated MA-1, MA-2 etc.); LIB = Light 
Infantry Battalion; IB = Infantry Battalion; MOC = Military Operation Command; LID = Light Infantry Division; TC = 
Tactical Command  
 
 
 


